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ST PAULESCHURICH

1425 East Shelby Drive
Memphis, Tennessee 38116



THE CHURCH BUILDING

The exterior of the church is Winona Travertine,
natural stone, trimmed in white pre-cast quartz.
The steeple and roof are aluminum.

Natural stone and natural woods are used in the
interior. The wainscoting is cut Winona Travertine;
the wood above the wainscoting is natural birch.

The ceiling is willow. '

The window areas are stained and leaded glass from
Botz-Meisen Studios, Cologne, West Germany. The
Transcept Windows, over the side altars, are ex-—
ecuted in clear German Antique Mouthblown Glass.
The Entrance Window, over the Baptistry, is 36 x
32 feet. The sun itself, origin of light, is the
prime moving force in stained glass art.

The High Altar and Side Altars are Italian Rosso
Alicante and Perlato marbles, with black and gold
mosaic inserts. The marble in the sanctuary and
communion rail are matching Italian marbles.

The Stations of the Cross and the Statues of Our
Lady and St. Joseph are wood carvings from
Oberammergau. The pews are white oak.

St. Paul Church will seat 1,000 persons with space
for an additional 100 in the choir. There is a
Wicks Pipe Organ.

+++ + 4+ +

Dedicated - November 20, 1964
Pastor, Reverend Edward J. Cleary
Architect, Theron E. Wright
General Contractor, John J. Heirigs
Landscaping, Coughlin's Florist



In Novembern, 1944, Whitehaven became a mission o4
St. Thomas Parish in south Memphis. Father Paul ClLunan,
assistant at St. Thomas, began to ornganize the Catholic
gamilies in the area. Ten aches, Located east of Highway
51 South on the south side of Shelby Drive, were purchased
grom the Edwarnds Estate by the Diocese. Special pel-
mission was granted fon the finst mass to be sald in the
GiLLia home. Mass continued to be said there every
Sunday forn several months with an average of s4xty people
in attendance.

In March, 1945, Bishop Adiian named Father Angelo
Lenzi, Assistant Chancellor, to be the st pastor and
undertake a building progham. The §inst project was a
cypt Lo serve as a temporany chunch. The Parish was
entrusted to the pathonage of St. Paul, Apostle to the
Nations. 1In July, 1945, the finst mass was offered Lin
the crypt. The upper church was completed in December,
1946, and the §irst mass offered there on Chistmas Day.

Until 1949 children of St. Paul were trhansported by
bus to St. Thomas Schoof. Construction began on St. Paul
school 4in June, 1949. Pending the completion of the four
classhooms, three Sisterns of Mercy began classes in the
cypt with 106 pupils. The new schoof was blessed and
dedicated by Bishop Adnian on Novembern 20, 1949.

The Fosten home on Shelby Drive was puwrchased in
Novembern, 1950, and remodeled into a convent. -

In October, 1953, Father Lenzi was kRilled 4in an
auwtomobile accident in New ALbany, Mississippl. A Loss
gelt not only by his beloved parishioners but by the
entine community.




Fathen Edward CLeary became Pastor on Februany 4,
1954, 0§ immediate concern to ithe new pasior was an
gxpanéion of the school and reduction of the debt of

35,000.

In 1954 four new classrooms were begun. The school
was again expanded in 1956-57 making a toial of 16 class-
nooms. The gymnasium was constructed in 1961 and used
Lempororily gon classrhooms. :

Having outghrown the oniginal chuich the altarn was
moved to the gym, and in June, 1963, s4ix classrooms
were buillt onto the northwest corner fo provide. facili-
ties for the new Children's House.

A Long cherished dream to build a church Large
enough to serwe the needs of the fast growing parish
became a reality in December, 1961, when ground was
broken. Final plans were then completed for the con-
sthuction of a new church Lo seat approximately 1100

people.

Comstruction began March 18, 1963, with plans for
completion in Aprning 1964.

The new chuich was dedicated on Novembern 20, 1964.
Due to ALL health, Father CLeary retired from active
parish work in 1968. Father Walter Bush succeeded him.
In 1970 Fathen Bush retired.

On Septembern 3, 1970, Monsignorn Theron J. Walken,
the present pasitor, was appointed to succeed Fathen
Bush. There are presently 1005 families 4in the parish
and 608 children in the elementarny school. The school

45 conducted by the Dominican Sistens of St. Cecilia
Convent, Nashville.,

 On Eastern Sunday, April 19, 1981, Monsignor Walken
died agten several months illness and was succeeded on
June 1, 1981 by Reverend J. Leonard Oglesby.
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WINDOWS OF THE BAPTISTRY

The Holy Spirit (Dove) flies toward 4 Mountain of
Water (Sign ¢fi Baptism). '"Unless a, man be born

agaln of w teﬂ and the spirit..." (Johh 3: 5)
i _.

1

e s of water (Grace) flow from théf iy (Faith)

"Th re\ poured forth blood andeater;; "/(john'lQ 34)

The seed falllng to earth. /hnless the grain of

phea‘ fafis into the ground and digs, %t brings
ifor . much\frult QJohn T2 2& 25) Thi Ch isﬁian

die to:iiEiS;E'eternal ll[é/

:Fire i§ the symbol of God's lﬁveﬁ "I inded¢d baptize
- with water..But He who is com#ng!after me. Jwill bap-
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the garﬁent are the sevey dﬁys, symbols ‘of the
Jeven gifts of the Holy Spjrlé. "He who overcomés
Shall be clothad in white/gayments and I shall not
Blot his néme ouﬁkof the, of Tife', (Apec. 3:5)

j ) \
} i 1

Ah ark and the" déie with;4n olive branch. The olive
b%anch is the symbol of peace; the ark, the (Church. |
Peace through the Holy Spirit descends upon | 'the ‘
Chqrch "And the Dove came to him carrying) 'a bough‘
of gn olive tree in her mouth." (Genesis 8’11) :
The net and the fish. Those baptized are’ caught ug
in the\net of Christ, the Great Fishergﬁh. L will
make you fishers of men.'" (Matthew 4419) S
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THE - ENTRANCE WINDOW

The descent of Divine Life is the theme of the Entrance
Window.

In the upper center, the "Eye of God" symbolizes God the
Father. Directly beneath is the Cross reminding us of
\Christ the Redeemer. The central action of the Dove,

bol of the Holy Spirit, pours forth HlS grace info
odr souls.

A .
Sanctifying Grace, the Divine Life of the soul, As sent
down the action of the Holy Spirit, the Sancfifier.

It is nepresented by pear shaped droplets fal¥ing into
the Baptismal area,_ wh tan recejved the
First Grgpe._ b,

c his g#ft for she is
"Eull of gr;hg. atwetve—apostles, th arms up-
lifted to recejve the Divine Life, are /seen in the lower
corners.

Our Lady is

The Angels of God\hover about the pYesence of the Most
Blessed Trinity.

The smaller droplets ‘on each sidé suggest actual graces.

WINDOWS OF /THE CREED

l. I believe in God the Father Almighty, The Creator
stands on the earth, holding the sun, moon and stars.
Lower picture -- creation of angels, vegetation,
animals, mankind. Upraised arms of the angel and
men show their gratitude to the Creator.

2., And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord. God,
the Father, shows Himself and His Son to the world.
Our Lord is pictured as Christ the King to show His
royal dignity and power.

3. Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Upper - The
Annunciation of the Angel to Mary. Mary opens her

S



arms to receive the Holy Spirit. Lower - The Birth
of Christ, Mary, the new-born Child, and St. Joseph,
the foster father of Jesus.

Who was Crucified for Us. The d
the Mother of Sorrows, under th
in the tomb; the open door of

th of Jesus. Mary
| Lower - Jesus

to the Scriptures.
arises from the tomb~

He ascended into Heaven. Upper - (
bove Him the sun, sign of

dead. Last\Judgment. Christ, oyr Judge, on the throge
wigh\ scale iy His left hand. Right hand points to Holy
Scripfures. ower - the saints H

Lower - the Hierarchy of the fhurch;

I belie in One Baptism and the forgiveness
Pictures show a Baptism and a Confessional.,

And in the Red®urrection of the Dead. dﬁgi/; the recon-
struction of the ies of men. fUppégL— those who are
saved join a happy proce ionﬁfg;ard heaven,

}
And in Life Everlasting.\tAmeg. Eternity is pictured as
the Heavenly Jerusalem, with’ the Lamb above. Under it
are the saints. Also shown, the Tree of Eternal Life.
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UPPER NAVE - PULPIT SIDE

WINDOWS

(These windows depict the Spiritual Works of Mercy)

NT - A book, a pair of compasses

' The book is for wisdom. The

> flow of wisdom from God to man.
Yivine wisdom to the ignorant.

a 3nd Omega (symbol of God.) The

broom of twigs over crossed
handg The twigs symbhlike injustice. The crossed

FORGIVE INJURIES - The stale 1
I the hand moves to lift i

out of balance and
igh;/;he'qugg.

’ B \‘7\
ADMONISH THE SINNER - The sinneffggixﬁélca ive ™\
heart in chains. The finger admopishes it. "~ e

RN
EN

COMFORT THE SORROWFUL - The h?nd holds a palm branch, \
(Peace) and brushes away the jtears. ] )

PRAY FOR THE LIVING AND THE D

- The rosary (prayer);
the skull (death).
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UPPER NAVE - LECTERN SIDE
WINDOWS

wes—d&pIct the Seven Corpdrmi.Works of Mercy)

(The wind

FEED THE HUNGRY - a hand holding a pie of bread.

GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY - a hand hol
chalice.

ing a

CLOTHE THE N
of clothing.

SHELTER THE SHELT
open door.

RANSOM THE CAPTI - two hands
to symbolize likeration.

yreaking the chain,

VISIT THE SICK - tHe hand holding a branch, a symbol
of healing and lgssening pain.

BURY THE DEAD - the hand, skull, and shovel.







